EUROPEAN ENTANGLEMENT
vates international hates. It is an insuperable
obstacle to free trade and prosperity. It has two
sacred and indefeasible duties. The first is to
include within its borders all its nationals, and
to foment "irredentist" agitations until they are
all included: the second is to oppress all those
who do not share in the dominant nationality,
and to force them to adopt it by every form of
pressure.
As a consequence of adopting this ideal of
nationality, most of the European States are in
a permanent state of internal strain, more or less
severe according to the numbers and character
of the alien populations they are trying to assimi-
late by force, much as a few centuries ago they
were distracted by religious differences. The fact
that the harmfulness of this strain is not recog-
nized as a source of weakness, and that many of
these National States have aspired, and still aspire,
to be imperial powers as well and to extend
themselves beyond their national borders, with-
out perceiving the contradiction between the
imperial and the national ideal, gives the measure
of the political wisdom of the rulers of Europe*
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